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Notices of Archaeological Publications. 
THE CHURCH BELLS OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, their Inscriptions, Tradi-

tions, and Peculiar Uses, with Chapters on Bells and the Northants. Bell 
Founders. By THOMAS NORTH, F.S.A., Honorary Member and Honorary 
Secretary of the Leicestershire Architectural and Archseological Society. With 
illustrations. Leicester : Samuel Clarke, 1878. 

Mr. North has well fulfilled the promise held out in this somewhat 
lengthy title, which is, mutatis mutandis, that of his Church Bells 
of Leicestershire, published in 1876. The present volume is, in fact, 
uniform with the previous one, both in its outward appearance and in the 
arrangement of its contents; and the introductory chapter on the general 
history of bells is reproduced, with additions and improvements. This 
chapter is full of matter which will be specially useful to those whose 
attention is being directed to bells as a new subject for research, and its 
value is much increased by the copious references to authorities which 
will be found at the foot of every page. Although Mr. North's new 
book is a further contribution to the history of the bells of the diocese 
of Peterborough, and is to be supplemented by the Rutland Bells, it is 
complete in itself, as was its predecessor, which is already out of print. 
"We therefore have the more pleasure in recommending the Northampton-
shire volume as containing the first chapter in an improved form, 
together with an equally good supply of fresh information as announced 
above. The next chapter is statistical : it seems there are in Northants. 
1,317 Church Bells, of which about 137 are earlier than 1600. The 
earliest dated bell is one named Mary, at Cold Ashby, dated 
M°CCC°XVII0. We next have chapters on Northants. Founders, 
classified under the places where they had their foundries, viz:— 
Chacombe, Exton, Kettering, and Peterborough ; and on other founders, 
known and unknown, ancient and modern, who cast Northants. bells. 
These chapters will be indispensable to all who wish to trace out the bell-
history of other counties. The chapter on " Peculiar Uses " will be read 
with peculiar interest, being very thoroughly done indeed, taking in not 
only the ordinary uses of bells, but some very curious, and in some cases 
strictly local uses, such as are constantly dying out. Then come all the 
Latin inscriptions, arranged alphabetically, with translations. And here 
we would remark that we think it would have been much better if the 
inscriptions had been always quoted in the body of the work in the 
original Latin rather than in English. Half the character of a bell 
inscription is gone,rwhen we miss the Latin jingle of the leonine verse, 
and the unlearned could always have turned to the part where the trans-
lations are given. 
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4 5 2 NOTICES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS. 

In looking through the inscriptions we find a great many old friends, 
but not many new ones. The fourth bell at Paulersbury has 

Fox but ii)u xpt inox exultactonis. 
Which we quote for the sake of the frjox, which is found elsewhere from 
Sussex to Durham, in the well-known inscription 

TOox Augusttm Sonet In 2htre Set, 
but not hitherto so far as Ave have seen in the same line with Uox. Mr. 
Coote, in his Romans in Britain, has called special attention to the 
presence in our language of the non-Teutonic sound represented by in, as 
one of our proudest distinctions, testifying to a far greater descent than 
that claimed for us by Mr. Freeman and his school. The inscriptions 
form the main bulk of the volume, occupying, as they do, nearly 300 
pages. Then follow twenty " plates" of woodcut illustrations of 
founders' marks, for the most part very good, and often presenting to the 
bell-student's eye the impression of some well-known block. For all 
writers on the antiquities of bells help one another by loans of blocks 
and electrotypes, and each adds some new ones to the general stock, so 
that with regard to each new book we may quote the lines addressed to 
the veteran rector of Clyst St. George on the appearance of his " Great 
Tome " on the Devon Bells. 

" Marke, how the Cutter's art adorns the page, 
" And shows us how they stampt in every age, 
" The ffoundors' markes and letters strange, 
" That on the Brass perennial never change, 
" But to the curious eies that scann them wel, 
" Ful manye a tale of olden craft cann tel." 

In looking through " Northants. Bells," we have noted a few points for 
special remark, either as being, in our opinion, open to question, or as 
shewing how full of interesting detail Mr. North's pages always are. 
The tin trumpets mentioned in the note to p. 3 were not analagous in 
function to the silver trumpets of the Levites, but were used to hum or 
" vamp" the tunes through, by way of enhancing the effect of the 
village psalmody, some person with a " scare-babe mighty voice" (like 
old Scarlet's)i being no doubt preferably selected as performer. On page 
10 we have Southey's "Doctor" quoted as the authority for rites pre-
scribed in the Pontificals. Indeed, Ave note that Mr. North is a little 
apt to go astray on liturgical matters. At p. 139 the "Order of Com-
munion " of 1547 is spoken of as if it were the same thing as the Re-
formed Liturgy of 1549, Avhereas it Avas simply supplementary to the old 
Sarum Liturgy, and used Avith it. At p. 151 the principal portion of 
our present Liturgy is oddly styled "the post Communion office." It 
is also curious to see it stated that the office for the consecration of a bell 
so closely resembled that of Holy Baptism, " as to be frequently consid-
ered synonymous Avith it." At p. 374, as in the Chronicle of St. 
Martin's, Leicester, p. 219, " Morrow Mass " is explained as apparently 
meaning " Early Matins," and Dr. Rock is referred to as the authority 
for this quaint notion. No doubt the First Mass bell, at Ludlow (pp. 
22, 125), Avent for the morrow or morning Mass, not for Matins. Mr. 
Ellacombe is quoted (p. 19) for founders' stamps being handed on " for a 
century or-more." But one set has been traced from the fifteenth cen-

1 See below. 
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453 NOTICES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS. 

tury to 1744 (Yorks. Archceological Journal, ii, 65). At p. 129 there is 
a quite touching extract from Peterborough C.W. Accounts relating to 
the old man with the " scare-babe mighty voice," whose " picture stand-
ing high " is so well known to all visitors to St. Peter's minster. It is 
cited with reference to the original use of the passing bell. 

" Itm' to Scarlet beyng a poore olde man and rysyng oft in the nyghte 
to tolle the bell for sicke persons the wether beynge grevous, and in con-
sideration of his good service towards a gowne to kepe him warme— 
viijs." 

It seems that the tolls at the end of the passing-bell, which now 
denote the sex of the departed, are sometimes called " tellers," and that 
" nine tellers mark a man," which saying is thought to have been cor-
rupted into the better known " nine tailors make a man," p. 133. The 
corpse-bell (p. 141) was rung during the funeral procession of the late 
Dr. Routh through the cloisters of Magdalen College, Oxford, according 
to immemorial custom. Pancakes were made on Shrove Tuesday in 
order to use up the dripping, etc., which might not be used in Lent, p. 
147. " Nipper " for " boy " (cnapa), common enough in Sussex, seems to 
be used in Northants, p. 235, as does the curious term Tantony bell, for 
a small bell of Tingtang, probably derived from St. Antony, one of whose 
distinguishing emblems is a handbell. We had marked a few inscrip-
tions for special notice, but it is so difficult to know where to stop in a 
selection of this kind, that we must refrain ourselves. Of the later sort, 
this is one of the most common (for a tenor bell)— 

THAT ALL MAY CVM AND ΝΟΝ MAY STAY AT HOJI 
I RING TO SERMON WITH A LVSTI BOM. 

But this is surely unique, on the treble at Towcester— 
RING BOYES AND KEEP AWAKE 
FOR MR WILLIAM HENCHMANS SAKE. R.C. 1725. 

The treble at Hanmngton has— 
LOVE HORTETH NOT, 

From Romans xiii, 10, in the " Great Bible " and other early transla-
tions. 

Mr. North is strongest on the subject which he has made so thor-
oughly his own, and we heartily wish him health and strength, not only 
to give us a book on the bells of the little county of Rutland, but also 
one on those of the great county of Lincoln, with which we think Rut-
land might very well go. But books of this kind, which are " as caviare 
to the general," and can never have a large circulation, are costly to 
publish. We therefore hope that should Mr. North appeal for subscrip-
tions for another bell volume, he will meet with a ready and liberal re-
sponse, at least from archaeological students. 

CALENDAR OF THE CHARTERS AND ROLLS, preserved in the Bodleian 
Library. Edited by WILLIAM H. TURNER, under the direction of the Rev. H. 
0. COXE, M.A., Bodley's Librarian. (Oxford: At the Clarendon Press, 1878.) 

That the Bodleian Library is most rich in MSS. is well known to 
archajologists, as is also the uniform courtesy of the librarian to all who 
seek to avail themselves of its treasures; but the public has now reason 
to be grateful to him and to Mr. W. H. Turner for the publication of a 
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4 5 4 NOTICES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS. 

calendar of the numerous charters and rolls there preserved. These, we 
are told, formerly constituted the collections of Anthony a Wood ; Roger 
Dodsworth ; Ralph Thoresby; Thomas , Martin of Pulgrave ; Thomas 
Tanner, Bishop of St. Asaph ; Dr. Richard Rawlinson; Richard Furney, 
Archdeacon of Surrey; and Richard Gough ; but of these collections, the 
most important is that of Anthony a Wood, beqiieathed by him to the 
Ashmolean Museum, and now in the Bodleian. This collection contains 
the greater portion of the archives of twenty-two religious houses, which, 
under the authority of a Bull of Pope Clement VII, confirmed by Letters 
Patent, 16th Henry VIII, were suppressed, and the revenues granted to 
Cardinal Wolsey for "the foundation of his proposed college at Oxford, 
who conveyed thither all the muniments. The Cardinal having, however, 
fallen into disgrace, the design was never carried out, and by his death 
the property devolved upon the king, who afterwards granted a portion 
of the estates to divers persons; the writings belonging to which lands, 
being considered of no value, lay at Oxford uncared for for several cen-
turies, and were to a very large extent, destroyed by rats and damp. But 
the records relating to the lands granted by the king for the foundation 
of Christ Church were carefully preserved; to which college was also 
transferred a large number of charters upon the dissolution of the greater 
monasteries, and, 150 years afterwards, not being thought of any value, 
the whole were, it is supposed, given by the authorities to Wood. After 
his death a similar fate seems to have awaited them, for from that time 
until lately they appear never to lia\re been opened, for the original 
wrappers remain undisturbed since he endorsed them with the names of 
the religious houses to which they respectively belonged. Some of them 
were printed by Dodsworth and Dugdale in the Monasticon, described as 
being in Wood's possession. The brief history which we have here given 
of this important collection, we have gathered from the preface of the 
work before us. It is simply a repetition of the destruction which, in 
past times, has befallen our ancient records, both public and private. 

The monastic charters, many of which are of very early date, are of 
great interest and value. Of these there are 162, which formerly be-
longed to the Priory of Holy Trinity at Wallingford, three of which have 
been printed in the Monasticon. There is also an extensive collection of 
charters and rolls, dating from the twelfth century, which belonged to the 
Priory of St. Mary Magdalen, at Tunbridge ; some of the documents in 
which throw considerable light upon our domestic history and the social 
condition of the people during the period which they cover; but it is 
thought that the most important series, whether for local interest, extent, 
or value, is that which belonged to the Abbey of St. Mary Oseney, which 
was selected by King Henry VIII as the seat of his newly founded 
bishopric of Oxford. The revenues, site, and muniments, together with 
the See itself, were afterwards transferred to Christ Church. 

Besides these collections there are many other documents which demand 
our notice. Among these are the hundred rolls for part of the Hundreds 
of Leiglitonstone and Norman Cross in Co. Hunts, some portion of which 
are duplicates of returns, printed in the Rotuti Hnndrcdorum, but those 
for the Hundred of Norman Cross are wholly unlike those printed by the 
commissioners, and contain much additional matter relating to the value 
and tenures of manors, &c. 

We might add a great deal more of interest of a general nature, but 
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455 NOTICES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS. 

have said sufficient, we think, to indicate the great value of this calendar. 
The arrangement is good, the charters are briefly and clearly abstracted, 
and there is a good index. We cannot, however, but regret the omission 
in the abstracts of charters, of the testing clauses. The names of the 
witnesses are often as valuable as those of the parties. To have inserted 
them would, of course, have largely increased the size of an already bulky 
volume, but we think it would have added still more largely to its value. 

COURT, HOUSEHOLD, AND ITINERARY OF KING HENRY II, instancing 
also the Chief Agents and Adversaries of the King in his Government, Diplomacy 
and Strategy. By the Rev. R. W. EYTON, M.A., late Rector of Ryton, and Author 
of " Antiquities of Shropshire." London : Taylor & Co., Little Queen Street, 
Holborn. 1878. 

Any book from the able pen of Mr. Eyton could not fail to receive a 
cordial welcome from every archaeologist. That before us treats of an 
important period of English history. The state of anarchy into which 
the country was plunged during the internecine strife of Stephen's reign 
had not subsided on Hemy's accession. He was a wise, able and politic 
prince, anxious to secure order and good government in his country, and 
his ceaseless activity in this object, and in the Avars arising out of the 
complicated affairs of his continental possessions, are fully illustrated in 
Mr. Eyton's Itinerary. 

Mr. Eyton disclaims his work being regarded, in a strict sense, as 
history itself, and justly and eloquently states that the most important 
basis of history is " Facts ; simple facts ; where they were accomplished ; 
when they were " accomplished ; who accomplished them ; and what was 
said as to how they were accomplished at the time of their coming to 
pass ; these," he says " are the primary and most essential elements of 
pure history." "Estimates of causes and consequences," he continues, 
" physical or moral ; of personal intellect, mind or character ; of indi-
vidual feelings, motives or principles ; of social sources or influences; of 
national or party creeds, whether religious or political; these indeed all 
belong to real history, but they are not its primary elements : they are its 
superstructures, they are deductions, they are calculations from, or upon, 
those elements. They subsist 011 facts, on facts analysed, facts pluralised, 
facts combined. Kightly conceived the}' form the philosophy of history, 
wrongly conceived they exhibit only the bigotry of prejudice or the folly 
of opinion. Broadly and honestly worked out, such estimates will endure 
for all time as the credentials of the true historian. Garbled, or narrowly 
dealt with, they will obtain but an ephemeral currency. Posterity will 
regard them only as the badges of the essayist, the sophist, or the 
partisan." 

Such is the canon of history he lays down, and all must admit its 
accuracy. He assumes simply the former and more modest character, 
and only "affects to supply a broad basis of facts, references, dates, 
places, names and documents for the use of some genuine and impartial 
historian who may come hereafter to review the reign and biography of 
Henry Fitz.-Empress; and who may prefer rather to take his stand of 
observation among the things and doings themselves, than to contem-
plate the twelfth century through the haze or halo of the nineteenth." 

These are the true principles of an honest chronicler, and it is im-
possible to overrate their value, History, so called, now-a-day, notwith-
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4 5 6 NOTICES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS. 

standing the facilities available for the acquisition of a knowledge of 
facts, is, too often, founded upon sentiment, preconceived notions or 
partiality, than based upon a critical examination of historical docu-
ments. 

The value of Royal Itineraries for the verification of historical facts 
must be fully acknowledged by all historical students. That of King 
John, compiled by the late Sir Thomas Hardy and annexed to his 
edition of the Patent Rolls of that sovereign ; and that of Henry III. 
when visiting the northern counties, printed in volume xv. of the Journal \ 
and also the Outline Itinerary of King Henry II, appended to Professor 
Stubbs's edition of Benedict of Peterborough, to which our author ac-
knowledges his obligations, all these, and others like them, are well known 
and valued; but such an Itinerary for a period antecedent to the dates 
of our Public Records, which, with the exception of the Pipe Rolls, 
commence only in the reign of John and in some cases still later, is not 
only of more than ordinary value from the absence of other records, but 
of infinitely greater difficulty in the compilation—but notwithstanding 
these difficulties Mr. Eyton has succeeded in presenting to the public 
almost a diurnal record of the monuments of Henry II. and his court 
from his accession to his death. In some cases, it is true, the figures are 
necessarily hypothetical, but they are so fully supported by evidences as 
to inspire a confidence in their probability if not an assurance of their 
actuality. 

In the preparation of his work Mr. Eyton has had recourse to various 
sources of information involving much reading and enormous labour in 
research : Chronicles, Pipe Rolls, Norman Exchequer Rolls, the Liber 
Niger Scaccarii—a Eeodary containing most of the names of the tenants 
in capite and their sub-tenants by knights' service, an undated record, to 
which we shall again refer—the Rotuli Dominabus et Pueris et Puellis 
de donatione Regis in xij Comitatibus ; a record of Wardships, Reliefs, 
&c. in the Eastern Counties ; Royal Charters, which for the reign of 
Henry II. are mostly undated, but when carefully studied are most 
valuable for the personel of their Testing-Clauses ; Epistolary Correspon-
dence, a class of documents of great importance as testifying to facts, 
because they are closely dated ; Law reports and English histories have 
been closely studied. 

In the arrangement of his work the author has disposed his matter 
under the Fiscal as well as under the Dominical years. This he explains 
was occasioned by the fact that the evidences contained in the Pipe 
Rolls, which annually end at Michaelmas, do not quite run parallel with 
those of the Dominical year. On the left hand margin of the text he has 
shewn the months in which the several events recorded occurred, whilst 
on the right hand margin is stated the places at which they happened. 
The arrangement is very clear. 

The work will be found most useful to historians of all classes. It will 
not be without interest to the topographer, though notwithstanding that 
this is its weakest feature, we have derived from its pages some interest-
ing topographical facts, but its chief value will be to the genealogist and 
general historian. The copious personel of the testing clauses of the 
numerous charters which are cited, to which we have before alluded, 
together with the notes appended, will afford a vast amount of informa-
tion upon genealogical points, establishing the dates of appointments to, 
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457 NOTICES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS. 

and removals from, high ecclesiastical, and judicial and other state offices. 
To the general historian it will afford the means of establishing the facts 
and dates of various important events hitherto uncertain, and of rectifying 
the dates of- others which have been erroneously stated, as well as of 
correcting many historical misapprehensions. 

It will be sufficient to cite one or two examples. And first, the 
acknowledgement by the author of an error of his own. On a former 
occasion he had stated " that William Longespee, King Henry's son by 
" Rosamond Clifford, was born before the king's accession to the throne. 
" This was " he says " 011 the very natural presumption that Longespee 
" was older than Geoffrey Fitz Roy, who was put into the Church, and 
" became eventually a Bishop ; and that again was 011 the mistaken 
" assumption that Geoffrey was son of Rosamond Clifford. But Geoffrey, 
" it transpires, was not Rosamond's son. His mother was a common 
" harlot. He was older than Longespee—perhaps fifteen years older." 

With respect to the second council of Clarendon, Mr. Eyton has made 
an important discovery. He does not claim for himself the original dis-
covery of the fact of this council having been held. This was first stated 
by Sir Francis Palgrave, in his "British Constitution" (p. cxlviij), who 
supposed it to have been held between the years 116-5 and 1176, and 
most probably between 1170 and 1176. Professor Stubbs, in the appen-
dix to his Chronicle of Benedict of Peterborough, has, however, shewn 
that the latter suggestion of Sir Francis Palgrave is clearly wrong, and 
gives reasons for fixing the date within the two first months of 1166 ; 
but Mr. Eyton, before Professor Stubbs' book was written, had come to 
the conclusion that the council was held in the month of February 
1166 ; and he has now discovered another very important fact connected 
therewith, viz., that it was at this council that the king issued to all the 
barons and military tenants in Capite the writs which commanded them 
to make a Return before the first Monday 111 Lent (which in this year was 
011 the 13tli March) of the constitution of their several fees ; that is, how 
many of the old feoffment, and how many of the new feoffment, and 
how many there were in each fee or barony ; and these returns were to 
contain the names of the knights or sub-tenants, who were holding such 
old or new fees in each barony. It may be here noted that the old 
feoffments related to fees which were constituted before the death of 
King Henry I, and that the new feoffments consisted of fees created 
subsequently. Mr. Eyton points out that a misapprehension has arisen 
with respect to the incidence of these returns. It has been supposed that 
they were intended as the basis for levying the aid 011 the marriage of the 
king's eldest daughter, Matilda, to the Duke of Saxony, but it is now 
clear that at the time these returns were ordered, -the princess' marriage 
had not been agreed upon, and did not take place until two years after-
wards ; consequently when the aid was levied it was naturally based upon 
the returns as being the latest made. Even Madox has fallen into the 
error here pointed out, which arose from the uncertainty of the date on 
which the returns were obtained. These are the returns which form the 
basis of the " Liber Niger." 

We might refer to many other important disclosures to be gathered 
from this Itinerary, but the space at our command will not admit of our 
proceeding further. We can only commend Mr. Eyton's work to atten-
tive study. 

yoL, xxxv, 
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THE DIRECTORIU1I ANGLICANUM. 4th Edition. By the REV. FREDERICK 
GEORGE LEE, D.C.L,, F.S.A., Vicar of All Saints, Lambeth. London : John Hogg 
& Co. 1879. 

The exhaustion of three large editions of a work of this character 
within a period of twenty years, and a demand for a fourth is a very 
striking circumstance, and testifies to a spirit of enquiry on the part of 
the clergy of the Church of England as to the origin and rationale of the 
service hook which they are required to use. Our clergymen have not 
had, or had not until of late years, any special training upon this subject, 
and we know not to what extent, even now, the recently instituted theo-
logical colleges have supplied this want. Heretofore, and, indeed, still, in 
too many instances, the services of the Church, from ignorance or negli-
gence, have been conducted " any how," according to the taste, or the 
absence of taste, on the part of the officiating minister; and even in 
parishes in which a desire has been shewn to attain to a greater degree of 
decency and reverence in holy things, the effort has too often been marred 
from want of knowledge by many absurdities which, in some instances, 
have aroused just displeasure on the part of the parishioners. 

The apostle's rule is "let all things be done decently and in order." 
We are no extreme ritualists, using the vulgar term, but looking at the 
subject in its lowest aspect, it is clear that in all cases in which a rite has 
to be performed, there must be some ritual or manner -of performing it; 
and we confess to a preference for the ritual or manner authoritatively pre-
scribed by the ancient unrepealed canons of the Church, or traditionary 
usage, rather than such fancy ritual as may be adopted by the varying 
idiosvncracies of individual clergymen, from want of a better acquaintance 
with the usage of the ancient Church. 

It is not our intention to enter upon the vexed question of ritual 
details, but bearing in mind that the Church of England is not a com-
munity of yesterday, but has come down to us from an antiquity of many 
centuries, it reasonably follows that it possesses some established rules, 
both authoritative and traditional, for the manner in which the Offices of 
the Church should be performed, and especially as to the ritual attendant 
upon the sacraments, the validity of which indeed depends upon their right 
and due administration, both in matter and form. 

With respect to the continuity of the Church there can be no question. 
The Church governed by Augustine and Elphege and Lanfranc and 
Anselme is identical with that presided over by Parker and Laud and 
Sancroft and Howley and Tait. That certain necessary reforms were 
introduced, both in doctrine and ritual in the sixteenth century, is 
generally admitted, but the canon law which obtained before these 
changes, unless specifically altered like similar cases of common law, 
remains still in force. " Why some ceremonies were abolished and 
some retained " is authoritatively set forth in the invaluable preface to 
the present Book of Common Prayer. The terms of the commission 
upon which the revision of 1662 was made are very important and 
instructive. They were to advise upon and renew the said Book of 
Common Prayer, comparing the same with the most ancient liturgies 
which have been used in the Church in the primitive and purest 
times. It is feared that few take the trouble to read this import-
ant document. It is upon the principles" here stated that Dr. Lee 
has with great learning and research elaborated the work before us. We 
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are unable to agree in all the minutiae of ritual set forth. We believe it 
to be unsuited to the English character, which is not by any means 
demonstrative, and we think that had such wearisome details of ritual 
been avoided, and a greater breadth and dignity been sought after, the 
general advance of ritual order would have been more extensive and 
successful. Dr. Lee's, however, though not without some defects, is a 
very able work, and few will read it without gaining valuable informa-
tion. 
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